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Weather: Sydney 20°C - 25°C . Shower or two.

Travel & Indulgence

Home comfort in the heart of the city
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Rest at Quest World Square, Sydney. Source: The Australian

LOCATION iseverything when it comesto city accommodation. We are at the southern
neck of the Sydney CBD, a hop from our city pad, which has been appropriated temporarily
by one of my sons.

(No need to look amazed; mothers the world over allow such things.) So we are almost at home,
even if, miracle of miracles, invisible hands make the bed and fluff up the towels.

We arerevelling in bags of space at a one-bedroom apartment at Quest World Square (not in the
building of that name, as such, but diagonally opposite it). Thisis our favourite part of the city.
Din Tai Fung, the Taiwanese dumpling house at which we are regulars, is across the road in the
city block-sized World Square building. On its lower-ground floor is the well-named Miracle
Asian supermarket while the Japan City shop on the upper ground level is atrove of paper gifts.

There are sushi-train joints, the excellent Thai Express restaurant and homewares stores, fashion
boutiques and beauty outlets, all seemingly thriving at this buzzy Chinatown end of the city.

Start of sidebar. Skip to end of sidebar.

End of sidebar. Return to start of sidebar.

The Quest serviced apartment formula has been area success story, especially for corporate
travellers, but savvy holidaymakers are also realising the value-for-money angle of apartments
with defined living areas, kitchens and laundries. The first Quest was opened by the group's
chairman and chief executive, Paul Constantinou, in 1988 in Victoria and the group is now the
largest of itskind in Australasia, with more than 125 serviced-apartment properties.

Constantinou identified the need for home away from home extended-stay accommodation for

frequent travellers long before this trend took off. There are Quests at beach |ocations, next to
airports, bang in city centresand in regiona Australian and New Zealand towns.
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Its accommodation directory is a healthy 164 pages, with two in the Sydney CBD and eight across
the city's suburbs. | am embarrassed to admit | had no idea of the brand's scale and scope until my
stay at Quest World Square; reading hotel directoriesin bed is nerdy, even for atravel editor, but
at least | now know there are Quests with names as showy as Quest Grande Esplanade (in
Sydney's Manly) and as inviting as Quest Mount Maunganui (in New Zealand's Bay of Plenty).

Back at Quest World Square, there's a gas cooktop, oven, fridge and microwave in the small but
well-equipped open kitchen. The laundry is fitted with awashing machine, clothes dryer, iron and
board. There's aflat-screen television (with selected Foxtel channels) and DVD player, work desk
with plenty of power points, contemporary furnishings and whisper-quiet airconditioning. Add the
pool, gym and meeting rooms and all that's missing from a conventional hotel set-up is an on-site
restaurant.

Flexibility seems to be the keynote, with sofa beds at $45 a night for extra guests, secure basement
parking at $35 a night (not cheap, but that's Sydney for you) and a choice of 72 rooms (studios and
one or two-bedroom units; all have balconies). It's not going to win any design awards but the
property deservesits 4 1/2-star rating. And if you want more of afunk factor, just head to the art
deco-style Quest Potts Point, formerly The Storrier.

* % %

Checklist

Quest World Square, 2 Cunningham St, Sydney. (02) 9291 1900; questworldsquare.com.av.
Tariff: One-bedroom apartments from $189 if booked online; daily rate is lower if booked for
longer stays. In-room internet package from $20.

Getting there: Twelve kilometres from Sydney airport; easy walk from Central station (with a
light bag).

Checking in: Corporate guests and families.

Wheelchair access: Yes; two specially equipped rooms.

Bedtimereading: The Quest Accommodation Directory and, glamorously, The Woman in the
Lobby, anovel by Lee Tulloch set in Europe's grand hotels.

Stepping out: Chinatown isin the neighbourhood; walk down to the oasis-like Chinese Gardens
at Darling Harbour.

Brickbats: The one-way street system isapain if driving; print out amap to work out the tricky
access into Cunningham Street from Pitt Street.

Bouquets: Good value and well-located alternative to a mainstream hotel. A pantry service of pre-
ordered groceries and drinks is offered to guests, ideal if checking in at night.

Increase Text Size
Decrease Text Size
Print

Emall

Share

Add to Digg
Add to ddl.icio.us

Add to Facebook
Add to Kwoff
Add to Myspace
Add to Newsvine
What are these?

o o o o o o o

Back to top of page

http://www .theaustralian.com.au/travel/home-comf ort-in-the-heart-of -the-city/story-fn... 15/01/2010



Home comfort in the heart of the city | The Australian

Ads By Google

* Sydney Central Hotel

Conference accommodation From $99 per room per night

www.metrohotel s.com.au

* 20 Hotelsin Sydney

Book vour hotel in Sydney online. All hotels with special offers.

www.booking.com

* Manly - Save up to 65%

Manly Apartments Live Deals Compare all deals + live bookings

discoverAustralia.com.au/apartments
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¢ Search & Compare
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* No current flight offers to the selected city

Great dealsfrom Select a destination
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+ more offers

* Siem Reap Angkor Discovery Private Tour - 3Days/2Nights, airfares not incl. from AUD
186

Halong & Hanoi Discovery Private Tour - 4Days/3Nights (airfares not incl.) from AUD 306
Thailand Tour: Old Elephant Trail Trek - 6Days/5Nights (airfares not incl.) from AUD 655
6D/5N Cambodia Charitable Private Tour - (airfares not incl.) from AUD 667

Highlights of Vietnam Private Tour - 10 Days/ 9 Nights (airfares not incl.) from AUD 1558

+ more offers

* Flights
* Hotels

« Packages

Flight Search
Search & compare from 100+ travel websites
Depature
1. From
2. Departing 29/01/10
Arriving
1. To
2. Returning 05/02/10
Passengers

1. Adults(12+) 1
2. Children(0-12) 0

[ Search Flights ]
Hotel Booking

Search & compare from 100+ travel websites

1. City
2.
Information About your stay
1. Checkin 22/01/10
2. Check out 24/01/10

Rooms and Guests
1. Rooms 1
2. Guests 2

[ Search Hotels ]
Package Search

http://www .theaustralian.com.au/travel/home-comf ort-in-the-heart-of -the-city/story-fn... 15/01/2010



Home comfort in the heart of the city | The Australian Page 7 of 11

Search & compare from 100+ travel websites
Michael Jackson theme park coming

1. 10 Albania

Prev

30f6
Next

e more Travel
Most Popular

* News
» Blogs

Loan shark strikes gold in indigenous welfare
"They made a pact with the devil'

Rudd's taxing climate policy is aliability
Ponting's masterclass in tenacity

Something fishy in whaling debate

Obama unveils plan on bank tax
Dysfunctional diplomacy

Google gambles on the Battle of Beijing
Search for canyoners ends in tragedy

China rules out concession to Google

=

Are you gagging to change jobs?

Well, bend me over and spank me with a cactus

I’'m a hermaphrodite. How can | find love?

The F.O.F (Friday Open Fabula)

Why do men cheat?
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Video Highlights

Taxi shark Meet Terry, the crazy local in Wi e
Bora Bora Tahiti who rides sharks and sting | 214
rays.

Adventure golf Take a swing from an
: top of a mountain and avoid the wild

~ = animals on the greens atthe world's
21 rirdrd

Taste of France Learn to cook like
Famsay and Jamie surrcunded by the
1 white sands and blue waters of the

o 207 e

Muck racers More than 700 people
¢ get down and dirty in Australia’s first
mud race.

050 Wl

Skier buried in avalanche Watch
the amazing helmet camera footage of
a skiertrapped in an avalanche.

219 drdrdeded

[More videos » We have 13,538 videos online

CLICK HERE

Feedback?

Tell uswhat you think - if you have acomment or suggestion about our Travel site, we'd love to
hear from you.
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More Travel News

* More Travel News

Cheap domestic airfares get cheaper

DISCOUNT airfares have hit anew low as airlines cut promotional prices by up to half to
encourage post-Christmas travel.

» Sleep loss leaves brains drained

Liner by liner
Airlines: Last-ditch bid to keep JAL flying
Backlash to airport body scans

More Travel

Mickey Mouse air security

LEARN from Israelis how to keep planes safe, even at the risk of offending some passengers, says
Daniel Pipes.

Pat-down: Name confusion brands boy, 8, aterrorist
Outrage: 'Fleshmob' strips in protest over 'naked scanners
US: Michael Jackson theme park coming

Online shop: World Cup fans offered stab vests

* more Travel News
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